
Submission from Ms Sarah Aine Boyle  

 
 

 To whom it may concern,  

Having read through the Higher Education Governance Bill it appears that the 
Scottish Government wishes to control everything about each of Scottish 
Universities. This is something that I am NOT supporting for the following reasons: 

As an alum of the University of St Andrews I was able to experience a unique 
University career. This is something that I greatly cherished. I have many friends and 
now colleagues who attended other Scottish Universities and speak of their unique 
experiences. This bill would not enable Scottish Universities to have their own 
unique identity. This bill if passed would hinder all Scottish Universities.  

Furthermore, speaking in the name of St Andrews, I am concerned with this bill 
because of the following: 

 the autonomy of the University of St Andrews will be greatly weakened and it 

will be vulnerable to direct political influence; 

 its academic reputation will suffer; 

 it will lose its edge, in a global market, to attract the best students, the best 

academic staff and funding; 

I am the North American Alumni and Development Officer for the University of St 

Andrews. As a staff member, I have been able to see the individual strategy St 

Andrews has adopted based on its unique culture as a Scottish University. My 

position is not a position that exists at all Universities. This position exists because of 

St Andrews large North American alumni and parent community. This community 

supports St Andrews as a volunteer base and also with charitable financial gifts. I 

speak with donors on a daily basis and many have expressed to me that St Andrews 

is the only charity they support in the UK. If this bill were to pass, it cannot be 

guaranteed that their financial support would continue.  

Lastly, this bill is completely unnecessary. There is absolutely no need for one more 

layer of bureaucracy.  

I ask that you withdraw the bill immediately.  

 

With kind regards,  

Sarah Aine Boyle  

Graduate of the University of St Andrews (2013) MA (Hons Geography and 

International Relations 

North American Alumni and Development Officer, University of St Andrews 



 
 
 
 
  


